the possibility of a freak meteorite explo- 
sion. 

Not even these same powers deny that 
Pretoria has nuclear weapon capability 
along with means of delivery (aircraft and 
rockets). Yet they are not prepared to 
initiate or take part in any collective inter- 
national action to retard if not arrest the 
regime’s nuclear ambitions. Even their 
own resolution of 1977 ought logically to 
require that they cease all forms of nu- 
clear collaboration with South Africa un- 
til Pretoria allows its nuclear installations 
to be. placed under international safe- 
guards. Such a step would at least slow 
down further weapon development; yet 
they refuse to take it. 


It is precisely because of the collabora- 
tion extended by outside powers to the 
apartheid regime that it has acquired nu- 
clear weapon capability. When one exam- 
ines the full implications of an apartheid 
bomb, it is possible to see the enormous 
gravity of the crime committed by these 
powers. These powers are also effective- 
ly helping to undermine the historic De- 
claration on the Denuclearization of Af- 
rica, adopted by the Organization of Afri- 
can Unity in 1964 and endorsed by the 
United Nations General Assembly in De- 
cember 1965. 

The implications of an apartheid bomb 
in the hands of a desperate regime fighting 
for its survival are ghastly to coritemplate. 


Yet, contemplate we must, because the 
Pretoria regime treats it as yet another 
resource in its armory which is developed 
for actual use, possibly against strategic 
targets in the frontline states in order to 
terrorize them into submitting to the will 
of the apartheid reich. 

Even though South Africa’s nuclear 
weapon capability is advanced, it still has 
a long way to go. Action to end all nuclear 
collaboration can undermine that capabil- 
ity and reduce what must be regarded as 
the single greatest threat to international 
peace and security. It is in everyone’s 
interest to act with a great sense of ur- 
gency, for time is short. oO 
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